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as half-timers formed 0*8 per cent, of all workers (38,997 out of
4,898,961). At the same time there is reason to believe that a
serious exhaustion of juvenile strength takes place in the un-
regulated home industries of Germany. Further, from the age
of sis the child of the people attends the primary school for
seven or eight years, and in many cases he is required to attend
a continuation school several years longer. In most of the large
towns the scholar from first to last receives free systematic
medical care at the hands of the school doctors. It begins with
a thorough examination on admission, and the health record thus
opened is continued throughout the whole period of school life,
so that the child is under constant medical supervision until it
reaches the working age. Many towns have gone farther, and
have established dental surgeries, and attached eye and ear
specialists to the primary schools.
The anti-consumption crusade has also been extended to the
schools. Until several years ago all the endeavours directed
against the ravages of this disease were confined to adults, -with
the result that while the general rate of mortality from tubercu-
losis fell in Prassia to the extent of S3 per cent, in the course of
twenty-five years, it was found to he increasing in the case of
children under twelve years. Dr. Eirschner, Chief Medical
Councillor of the Prussian Department of Public Health, stated
at the International Congress for School Hygiene, held in
London in August, 1907, that " of all transmittable maladies
to which children succumb in school age, tuberculosis accounts
for 60 per cent, in the case of girls and 40 per cent, in the
of boys." Attention is now being given to the children, both in
the schools and by means of special dispensaries for consump-
tives, maintained by the municipalities and philanthropic
societies, and in this way a prophylactic work of untold value
is being done. The Prussian Government has also established
quarantine institutions at the seaside for the reception of
teachers suffering from tuberculosis, with a view to affording
them the best possible chance of recovery, yet also to protecting
the scholars against risk. This work amongst sickly children is
admirably supported hy a network of public and private agencies
for feeding "ander-aonrislied scholars* as well as by forest schools
Ikr the delicate* holiday colonies^ and tramping parties. It is
ako worthy of note that many school authorities are doing '